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1 . STATUS OF ARRESTS AND USCIT PRISONERS DETAINED GUAYAQUIL 
CONSULAR DISTRICT FOLLOWS AS REQUESTED REFTELS. 

2. FOUR USCIT PRISONERS ARE CURRENTLY SERVING EIGHT 
YEAR SENTENCES AT GUAYAQUIL FOR TRAFFICKING NARCOTICS. 

TWO USCIT PRISONERS ARE STILL WAITING TO BE TRIED 
AFTER 13 MONTHS PENDING TRIAL AND POSSIBLE SENTENCE. 

ALL PRISONERS CURRENTLY DETAINED ARE ACCUSED OF 
ATTEMPTING TO TRAFFIC COCAINE, AND THE AMOUNT IN 
EVERY CASE WAS ONE KILO OR MORE. 

3. ARRESTS HERE ARE OFTEN COMPLICATED MATTERS, AS 
THERE HAS APPEARED TO BE CONSIDERABLE LATITUDE AND 
AMBIGUITY IN APPLICATION OF ECUADOREAN LAW. USCIT 
PRISONERS HAVE GENERALLY TOLD CONSULAR OFFICERS THEY 
CONSIDER ECUADOREAN JUDICIAL PROCESS TO BE SLOW, 
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UNCOMPASSIONATE AND INQUITABLE BY AMERICAN STANDARDS. 

4. PRISONERS' HEALTH AND DIET ARE MONITORED BY 
CONSULAR OFFICER WHO VISITS THE PRSIONERS TWICE A 
MONTH. SINCE MEALS CUSTOMARILY PROVIDED AT PRISON 

ARE NOT CONSIDERED PALATABLE AND NUTRITIONALLY ADQUATE, 
PRISONERS HELY UPON THEIR OWN PRIVATE FUNDS TO 
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SUPPLEMENT THEIR DIETS BY PURCHASING FOOD AND PRE- 
PARING THEIR OWN MEALS. RELIANCE UPON FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE SUSTENANCE OF 
PRISONERS. RELATIVES OF PRISONERS COMPENSATE FOR 
PRISON INADEQUACIES BY CONSTANTLY SUPPLYING FOOD AND 
CLOTHING. US PRISONERS ARE EXTREMELY AT A DIS- 
ADVANTAGE WHEN DETAINED IN LOCKUPS LOCATED FAR FROM 
THE CONGEN, AND THEIR WELLBEING IS SERIOUSLY THREAT- 
ENED IF THEY CANNOT AFFORD TO PAY SOMEONE TO BUY 
MEALS AND CLOTHING. 

5. CONGEN IS CUSTOMARILY QUICKLY NOTIFIED OF ARRESTS 
AND LAWYERS ARE USUALLY EASY TO RETAIN. THERE ARE A 
FAIR NUMBER OF ATTORNEYS IN GUAYAQUIL AND FEES VARY 
WITH QUALFICIATINS. PUBLIC DEFENDERS ARE FEW IN NUMBER 
AND ARE COMMONLY INEXPERIENCED YOUNG LAWYERS; THEIR 
CASE LOAD IS ALWAYS LARGE. US PRISONERS ARE ADVISED 
TO SELECT LEGAL COUNSEL FROM LIST OF COMPETENT LOCAL 
ATTORNEYS. WHO FREQUENTLY HAVE TO BE COAXED TO FOLLOW- 
UP ON THE CASES OF THEIR CLIENTS. 
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